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DISCOVERY LAB 

Members of the Earth Squad know the importance of community 

service, helping each other, and helping our environment.  

Picking up trash, recycling, and growing food in our Green Steps 

garden are some of the ways the Earth Squad helps. Recently, to 

help our community, they conducted a Little Fire Ant survey at Kuhio School.   

Little Fire Ants are very tiny stinging ants that can infest homes, farms, and forests.  Their powerful 

stings can harm people and wildlife. If they sting the eyes of pets, it can lead to blindness.  They 

damage food crops and the economy everywhere they spread.  The Little Fire Ant was first 

discovered on Hawaii Island in 1999.  Since then, they have spread to several other islands, 

including Oahu.  

The Earth Squad wanted to find out if Little Fire Ants 

are a problem at Kuhio School. They set bait traps - 

peanut butter on chopsticks - around the school in 

several places. One hour later, they checked the 

traps and collected any ants on the chopsticks.  

Then the ants were sealed in plastic bags and sent 

to the Department of Agriculture to be identified.  

We recently received the results and are very 

pleased to say that the ants we found are NOT Little 

Fire Ants!   

If you would like to conduct a Little Fire Ant survey 

around your home, just ask an Earth Squad 

member for details.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also check out the Hawaii Invasive Species Council’s website at: 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/hisc/info/species/little-fire-ant/.  

Helping our environment and teaching others how to help is what the Earth Squad is all about! 

Above and left: Little Fire 

Ants are native to 

Central and South 

America, but have now 

been found in the 

Hawaiian Islands.  

Above: The Earth Squad learns about Little Fire Ants in the 

Discovery Lab.  Below: Students place peanut butter sticks 

around campus and later collect them to have the ants 

tested. 


