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   Principal’s Message

Gee Whiz, where did the time go!

Take a moment to reflect on the past year and ask yourself what have you learned and has this learning made 
you a better person?

I remind students that my job as a principal is to ensure that Kuhio School is a safe place for everyone to learn 
and grow. “If children feel safe, they can take risks, ask questions, make mistakes, and learn to trust, share their 
feelings, and grow.” This quote written by Alfie Kohn, a theorist, writer, and speaker on education and parenting 
justifies my purpose as a principal.

Building strong relationships with our students, parents, community, staff, and teachers is the key to developing a 
culture of kindness, caring, understanding, and collaboration. Positive relationships serve as the foundation to 
sustain a safe learning environment for our children.

Our Kuhio School vision is to provide our students with the foundational skills to enable each one of them to 
become responsible citizens, who are able to communicate effectively and be ethical users of technology. We 
believe in our Kuhio students and are hopeful that they will succeed.

Kuhio Ohana, teachers, staff, students, parents, and community I am grateful for being able to work with you and I 
continue to believe that “together, we can succeed.”

Thank you Kuhio Ohana for your dedication to the students and for your continuous support to help us all 
achieve! A hui hou! 

Best wishes and Malama Pono!

Sincerely!

Lynn Kobayashi, Principal

Tina Wong, Class Representative for Room H201 
By Austin 

Tina Wong was a student council class representative for H201. Tina loved her job 
and was a student council representative and officer since the 3rd grade.  

Tina Wong was born on Oahu on 12/23/2006. Tina has 1 brother, 3 sisters, no pets. 
However, in Vietnam she did have pets. She has enjoyed dancing since she was 3 
years old. When Tina grows up, she said she would like to be a zoologist or a 
actress because she loves animals and enjoys the feeling of a brand new 
experience. 

In our concluding question to Tina, she was asked, “What would you change if you 
could change one thing about yourself?” TIna answered, ¨I would not change 
anything because it would also change who I am ¨.    

In this special Student Edition, the Kuhio Media MonStars share some of the multimedia 
skills they have learned this year to help create the May newsletter. Special thanks to Kalani 
Wilhelm for providing feedback and editing. Enjoy!

http://www.kuhioschool.k12.hi.us/
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Med  o t ! 
By Jocelyn and Sofia

Every Wednesday, Mr. Lau’s multimedia group 
called the Media MonStars met at lunch either 
in the Library or at C5. The group of 14 
students learned how to use the following: 
Google Slides, take photos with digital 
cameras that use visual storytelling elements, 
edit and critique them, and practice coding 
with Scratch. The Media MonStars also took 
pictures for school assemblies and worked on 
the newsletter.

A Kuhio Service Announcement
  By Jocelyn and Sofia

HELP! 
Keep the Library 

clean! 
 A Clean Library =  A Happy Library!

By Stephanie and Keleni

Mrs. K. Nakamura
Mrs.Nakamura is my fourth grade teacher who is both nice and fair with us. Where is she from? 
She is from Honolulu, Hawaii.  Mrs.Nakamura has two children and a husband. Mrs.Nakamura 
likes to cook, teach art and have fun making costumes for her kids.  What she does not like is 
when students don’t listen.   

Mrs. E. Lau
My fourth grader teacher in room H203 is Mrs. Lau. She helps us with all our work such as math, 
writing, reading, science, and social studies. Mrs. Lau likes to spend time with her family and her 
two dogs. What Mrs. Lau does not like is big B-52 cockroaches and centipedes. Her only wish for 
all students is to work hard and become smart, and try their best on the SBA test.
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Messy Neat!

Example of pictures taken by Media MonStar member, Jocelyn.
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Life of a Great Journalist
              
By Aidan and Johnny

Mr. Kalani is an educational assistant at Kuhio 
School. He was born in Tacoma, Washington on 
January 22 and was raised in New Jersey. 
Mr. Kalani’s full name is Kalani Kyle Wilhelm. 
Two younger brothers, mom, and dad make up 
his family. 

Mr. Kalani moved to Maui to attend the University 
of Hawai’i Maui Community College. When he 
finished there, he moved to Oahu and went to 
U.H. Manoa where he was a sports editor for the 
Ka Leo O Hawai’i, U.H.’s newspaper.

Mr. Kalani currently writes professionally for the 
Honolulu Star Advertiser TGIF section which 
covers music and entertainment. A highlight for 
him was getting to interview Kobe Bryant of the 
NBA’s Los Angeles Lakers as part of his job! He 
has also written a couple newspaper articles 
about the U.H. Center.

One of  Mr. Kalani’s interests is that he likes 
working with kids. Another thing that Mr. Kalani 
likes to eat Shoyu Chicken! Yum! 

 

                                             

The Mr. Peter       
Interview
By Brhea and Melanie

Mr. Peter teaches the GLO After School 
Enrichment Program. He is originally from 
California, likes to surf, dirt bike and write. His 
wife is named Sue and his son is named 
Royce. 

Mr. Peter never thought that he would become 
a teacher. At a young age, he thought he 
would be a farmer because he was a hippie. 
He realized that he liked to teach, so he 
decided to become a teacher. He went to 
college in Kauai, and that’s where he met his 
wife. 

Before Mr. Peter came to Kuhio School, he 
worked as middle school teacher and as a 
babysitter. Mr. Peter got the job through Mr. 
Shawn who knew Mr. Peter because Mr. Peter 
used to babysit him. 

In GLO class, Mr. Peter teaches the students 
strategies to be better people and has them do 
many cool projects. The projects can be 
viewed on the school website. 

Movie Review: Avengers Infinity War By: Aidan and Johnny

-----------------------------------------------------------
Avengers Infinity War is a great movie because of all the action and 
realistic special effects. The movie includes a huge battle in Wakanda, 
Titan and the Galaxy and there are many superheroes. This movie can 
also be emotional for viewers because there may be some surprises 
(No spoilers included).  The ending may be sad, but in all, the whole 
movie rocks and is just fantastic! This movie deserves a 5/5. The best 
yet is that there will be Part 2! Can’t wait!
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 About Makua Pua 
By Paiea

Aloha! Makua Pua is Kuhio School’s 
Hawaiian Studies teacher. She was born on 
the Big Island of Hawaii and has two sons 
and a husband. She also has one pet; a 
dog. She practices and teaches the 
Hawaiian culture both at school and at 
home.

At first she wanted to be a lawyer, but 
she also wanted to be a teacher. She can 
oli and hula which she shares with her 
students. 

If there was one thing she would change 
about herself it would be not to be busy 
all the time. She is a very active as a 
teacher and mom.  

About  Kenvin
By Hai 

Kenvin is a 3rd grader at Kuhio School who was born in 
Georgia, and is 8 years old. He has four family members. 
Kenvin has been at Kuhio for four and a half years now. 

Kenvin has been elected as Student Council Secretary for the 
2018-19 school year. He is good with technology and likes to 
watch YouTube at home. Kenvin used to have eight birds, but 
now has no pets.

When he was asked about making changes in his life, Kenvin 
said he does not want to change anything. He likes what he 
does already.
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 Cha’s Ohana 
All About My Family

By Cha                          
Hi! My name is Cha. I am a 5th Grader at Kuhio School. I 
want to share with you a little bit about my family.

My mom is named Diana, Kahi is my dad, India is my older 
sister, and Bingo is my dog. My mom and dad were both 
born here on Oahu. My mom is Filipino and my dad is 
Hawaiian. 

 My mom is a signmaker and makes banners for schools 
(Kuhio School included), museums, and other places, and 
has done banners for Kuhio School. My dad is a talented 
artist who paint things that are based mostly on his 
drawings. He also does wood carvings and designs them in 
his own way. My sister graduated from Kuhio and is now 
in high school.

I hope you enjoyed learning about my family. Thank you!
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Kuhio School is very fortunate to have caring people who want to help the 
school out in any way that they can.

Ron Lockwood, former parent and current grandpa to Iokepa, donated new 
flags and  brackets for our classrooms.  He ordered extra flags as well just in 
case any teacher needs to replace their flags in the future. 

Ron also was responsible for getting Central Pacific Bank (CPB) to help the 
school with donating school supplies. Lisa Kimoto, Assistant Bank Manager 
at the McCully Branch was a former student at Kuhio and a parent of Jason 
Cisneros who also attended Kuhio and is now attending college. Wow!

Ms. Kimoto  is taking the lead to encourage the community to donate items 
to our Back to School Drive. Coco, the graphic artist at the branch is 
creating the display at the branch as well as the flyers that will go out to 
customers and employees..The drive will begin in June with the hope that 
CPB will be able to collect most of what the teachers  wished for.

I met with Ms. Kimoto and I was surprised to learn about how the bank 
wanted to help the school!  Couldn't find the words at first to express my 
gratitude. We are lucky people at Kuhio School! 

Her hard work and kindness as well as Mr. Lockwood’s donations are 
appreciated by all (many who may have crossed paths) with our Kuhio 
Family! 

Thank you with much gratitude! ~ Ms. L. Kobayashi, Principal

   

     Thank Yous
- In Progress -

By Ms. J. Wadsack, Teacher

 The Honolulu Police Department’s solo bike 
officers and the Narc K-9 Unit entertained Kuhio 
School’s Gr. K-2 students on April 26, 2018. The 
police officers shared what the solo bike officers 
do and how they keep the roads safe. The Narc K-9 
unit also shared about working with their dogs and 
how the dogs helped them do their job. The 
students enjoyed seeing everything up close. They 
also like  learning about different careers they 
might possibly pursue in the future; what subjects 
they need to be good in and the responsibilities of 
each.

Back left to right: Ms. Kobayashi, Yuki, Shawnalynn, Alexis, Cindy, Maureen, Mr. 
Lau. Front left to right: Hai, Kenvin, Wei Qi. Not pictured: Mrs. Fujimoto (Lead 
coordinator) Special acknowledgement to Mrs. Sato and Mrs. Buote for helping 
students practice and prepare for their performances, Mrs. Lau for coming out 
and supporting the students
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Surprising Turn at Washington 
Middle School Math Meet

By Austin 

The Kuhio School 5th grade Math Team, under the 
leadership of Grade 5 teacher, Mr. J. Desselle, 
practiced for weeks in preparation for the 
Washington Middle School Math Meet on April 26, 
2018.

Members of the team were Austin, Ying, Ezekiel, 
Aidan, and Peyton. The Math Meet was held in the 
cafeteria, which included all the elementary feeder 
schools (Ala Wai, Ali’iolani, Hokulani, Lunalilo, and 
Kuhio) in the Kaimuki Complex.

When the day arrived, all the members of the team 
were ready to compete! Ying was the first to arrive 
before Coach Desselle and I showed up next. 
However, the three of us waited but the others did 
not show up.

Ying and I tested in all of the core math studies 
(Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, Division and 
word problems). We also participated in a algebra 
scavenger hunt finding clues to help us answer  
questions. After the scavenger hunt, we did the 
team rounds. We did awesome! In the final event 
the countdown round, Ying competed for 1st place.

Ying and I showed that even with only two people, 
we still could compete in a different form.  We did 
not win, but we are proud to say that we had the 
privilege to be there to participate and gain 
valuable experience.
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School Events

May 23
-Middle School Transition Parent Night (5:30 - 6:30 
pm, Library)

May 24
-Service Groups Field Trip (Ice Palace – Student 
Council, JPO, Media MonStars)

May 25
-After School programs end

May 26
-KSCA Beautification Day (7-11am)

May 28
-Memorial Day

May 30
-4th Quarter Assembly

May 31
-5th Grade Promotion
-Last day of school for students
-Report Cards to go home

            

By Brhea 

RESPECT. KINDNESS. EQUALITY.

RECORD IT. REPORT IT.
BE A BUDDY, NOT A BULLY
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Bullying Is Wrong

Don’t Be A Bully!
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STUDENT 
COUNCIL
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Be Healthy!
❏ EXERCISE DAILY

❏ GET A GOOD NIGHT'S REST

❏ MAKE SURE TO EAT LOTS OF 

VEGETABLES & FRUITS

❏ EAT SEASONALLY (FRESH)

SBA Testing 2017-18
The students in grades 3-5 have Standards Based 
Assessment (SBA) testing every year. This is a very 
important test, which for everyone who does it, should 
be taken seriously. The SBA test rules are very strict 
and students are expected to obey them. Please follow 
the rules! 

The first book in a quintet by 
Madeleine L'Engle and a Newbery 
Award Winner:The story revolves 
around Meg Murry and her little 
brother, Charles Wallace, who 
have been without their scientist 
father, Mr. Murry, for five years, 
ever since he discovered a new 
planet and used the concept 
known as a tesseract to travel 
there. Joined by Meg's classmate 
Calvin O'Keefe and guided by the 
three mysterious astral travelers 
known as Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who 
and Mrs. Which, the children 
brave a dangerous journey to a 
planet that possesses all of the 
evil in the universe.

Congratulations to our Student Council 
Officers for SY 18-19!

President: Brhea Burley
Vice President: Emry Amond

Secretary: Kenvin Huynh

In addition, please congratulate the other students 
who ran for office: Jenesis, Harue and Wei Qi.

Thank You,

Jennifer Sato
Academic Coach

Photos taken by Media MonStars

A Kuh  e c  A o n en  y Ha
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English Language Learners are blessed to be able to 
speak their native language and learn English at the same 
time. We are fortunate to have about 20 different languages 
represented at our school. This special talent is a valuable 
skill that ELL students should hold on to.  

This year the ELL staff and I provided supplementary 
services to approximately 70 students throughout grades 
K - 5. Our goal is to increase their English language 
proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  We 
assess their growth using the WIDA ACCESS test and are 
thrilled to announce that 10 students were able to 
successfully demonstrate their language development and 
have exited the ELL program. 

We are so proud of their accomplishments and will miss 
working with them next year. Their academic progress will be 
monitored and teachers will continue to provide support for 
them..
    
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 10 EL STUDENTS FOR 
THEIR HARD WORK AND DETERMINATION!!
                                
                                       Mrs. Buote and Ms. Jessica

Kuhio Service Announcement by Mel
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M  S  F  E
By Maureen

Have you ever been nervous to be on 
stage in front of people? 

I remember feeling scared during my speech 
practices at school. I was scared because I was 
going to be all by myself and had to memorize my 
poem, ”Friends Are Like Rainbows”!

When it was the last day of speech practice,I still 
did not feel ready for Saturday, April 26 because I 
thought I would mess up. Luckily, the hand 
motions that I created would help me to remember 
my lines.

On the day of the Speech Festival, I felt nervous 
but yet very excited. I was in Session 2 and my 
name was the last one written on the board to 
speak. Mrs. Lau, my teacher, was there to support 
me while I recited my poem and that made me feel 
very happy.

During my performance, I felt confident and did an 
excellent job. I even received a gold medal for 
participating!

Next year I encourage you to join the Speech 
Festival if you are in the 3rd,4th,and 5th grade. It is 
a great learning opportunity and it will be a special 
day that you will never forget!

 

T  S  G  S
                                                                       

B  T -R

     Every year, Kuhio School’s 5th graders vote and select a cover song that is their  
inspirational farewell to the school and a showing of class unity.  This year’s 5th graders 
have come to a “change of the seasons to be different”. They decided to create an original 
song. There might even be a dance, too!
     In changing history, Room H201 is currently creating a song to demonstrate their 
creative ‘chops’.  The song will be based on their friends, the school, and their memories 
together; the things they hold dear at this school.
    Here at Kuhio, we believe that we are a family and a team, and that we’ll be in each 
other’s hearts forever.  This is the idea that the song will be based upon. You’ll have to wait 
and see how it all plays out!
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Two zodiac signs occupy the month of May; Taurus and 
Gemini. The birthstone for May is the Emerald.

No U.S. President has ever died in the month of May. 

May celebrates many days beginning with May Day on the 
1st day of May. May 4th is International Workers’ Day or  
Labor’s Day.

England officials banned Maypoles in 1644 which were 
wooden poles used as a celebration prop for festivals. 

The month of May is unique because it begins and ends on 
the same day of a week. Every Gregorian calendar follows 
this rule.

The Empire State Building was opened for all on May 1, 
1931. At 443 meters tall, it was the tallest building until 
the arrival of the World Trade Center buildings.

May is named after Maia, a Greek goddess of Spring and 
Growth. May is a blessed month to begin with according to 
the Romans!
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