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     Use with Ready Instruction Lesson 2

Dear Family,

Counting skills include learning to recognize and count groups of 1, 2, and 
3 objects. An example of this is finding groups of 1, 2, and 3 objects in 
pictures and in the classroom. Your child will continue to develop the 
understanding that when objects are counted, each number is associated 
with one object, and the last number counted tells the total amount in the 
group. He or she will also continue exploring strategies for keeping track of 
objects while counting, such as by pointing to or touching each object as it 
is counted.

This lesson begins to explore the idea that numbers can be represented in 
various ways. For example, the dots below can be colored in more than one 
way to show 3.

Your child will also practice writing the numbers 1, 2, and 3. Working 
with the numbers 1, 2, and 3 will help your child build a strong foundation 
for success in math.

Invite your child to share what he or she knows about counting 1, 2, and 
3 by doing the following activity together.

This week your child is building counting 
skills with the numbers 1, 2, and 3.
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Counting 1, 2, and 3 Activity

Materials: index cards or slips of paper, pencil, plate, bowl of 5 bite-sized 
crackers (or other small objects such as dried beans, pennies, or buttons)

Use index cards or slips of paper to make number cards for the numbers 
1, 2, and 3.

• Ask your child to place 1, 2, or 3 crackers on the plate. For example, 
say: Show me 2 crackers. He or she should take that number of 
crackers from the bowl and place them on the plate. Count the 
crackers on the plate together to check. Repeat several times with 
different numbers from 1 to 3.

• Then mix up the number cards and place them facedown in a pile. 
Your child turns over the top card and places that number of 
crackers on the plate. Repeat several times.

• Finally, place 1, 2, or 3 crackers on the plate. Your child should count 
the crackers, tell you how many there are, and then place a matching 
number card next to the plate. If your child needs an extra challenge, 
ask him or her to write the number of crackers on an index card or 
slip of paper and place it next to the plate. Repeat several times.
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