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Principal’s Message 

Our year has come to an end, and we all have many special memories of school year 2016-17.          

I have watched our Kuhio children learn, grow and change from week to week. I know that the 

faculty, staff, and parents have all contributed to this change in some way or another, and I am 

grateful. So with proud and cherished memories I thank you all for making this school year a 

successful one, and with great hope and expectations, I look forward to a better SY 2017-18. 

The end of the school year marks a special coming of age for the fifth graders at Kuhio School, who 

will be moving up to middle school after being in elementary school for six years. They have 

become a little more independent and will have much more to learn in the years ahead. We wish 

them the best. 

We also celebrate the retirement of Educational Assistant Kathy Kaopuiki and thank her for her 

many years of service educating our students. 

In addition, we would like to acknowledge the dedicated educators who will be departing, and 

we thank them for their service and support to the many children of Kuhio School. They are: 

• Mrs. Lauren Kam-Felipe, Counselor, who will be moving to Washington Middle 

• Mr. Michael Takemoto, Grade 5 teacher, who will be moving to Kalihi Elementary 

• Ms. Mari Matsuda, Grade 5 teacher, who will be moving to Lunalilo Elementary 

• Ms. Laurie Faure, Science/STEM teacher, who has been granted a sabbatical leave for a year 

• Mrs. Marissa Delaforce, Part-Time Teacher in the English Language Learner Program 

• Mrs. Sharon Arizala, Part-Time Literacy Support Teacher 

Kuhio School would also like to acknowledge our many community partners who donate school 

supplies, Christmas gifts, television sets, Chromebooks, manpower/volunteer hours, and money to 

support student learning in the classroom. Much gratitude to the Hilton Waikiki Beach Hotel, U.S. 

Coast Guard, Mrs. Violet Ho, Mrs. Cheryl Fukuda, Makua Pua (T. Kamahoahoa), Kumu Lino (L. 

Geremen), Nui Mono, Makiki Christian Church, Central Union Church and many other friends of 

Kuhio School. Thank you for your tremendous support of our keiki. 

Special thanks go out to the Kuhio Staff and Faculty, who believe that it is about collaboration, the 

collective effort of ALL, and doing what is right and best for the students. Your kindness and love for 

the students are reasons why they are becoming learners, leaders, and teachers.   

And finally, PARENTS, thank you for choosing to bring your children to Kuhio School and trusting us 

with them every day. We thank you for your support and involvement with your child’s education, 

for we know success for your children starts at home. 

Our children have been taught by wonderful teachers and have pledged “to treasure Kuhio 

School as a place to learn and grow.”  I believe students have learned what it means to be a 

responsible and respectful citizen of Kuhio School and of our community. I believe they will continue 

to make good choices, think and act safely at all times, and will be the best they can possibly be.   

I leave this message to all our children. Seven years ago, I addressed 5th graders at their promotion 

day program by reading a story from one of my favorite children’s authors, Dr. Seuss. The following 

quote comes directly from his book, “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” 

“You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself in any direction 

you choose.  You’re on your own. And you know what you know. You are the guy who’ll decide 

where to go.” 

Remember, Kuhio School students have brains in their heads and strive to reach all possibilities!  

Have a safe and fun summer!  Malama Pono! 

Sincerely, 

 

Principal Lynn M. Kobayashi 

School Year 2016-17 
Upcoming Dates 

Thursday, May 25 

• Super Star Savings Deposit Day; 
7:30 AM–7:50 AM; Cafeteria 

• Quarter 4 Kuhio Kudos Recognition 
Assembly; 8:15 AM–9:30 AM; 
Cafeteria 

• Jump Rope for Heart Challenge;  
9:30 AM–10:00 AM; Mo‘o 

 

Friday, May 26 

• Grade 5 Promotion Assembly;     
8:30 AM–9:45 AM; Mo’o 

• Reports cards go home 

• Last day for students 

• Special Student Release Time   
at 1:30 PM. Please pick up your 
child(ren) on time.  

Thursday, June 1 through Friday, 
June 30  

• GLO Summer School  

Monday, June 5 through Friday, 
June 23  

• ELL Summer School  

 

School Year 2017-18 
Upcoming Dates 

Monday, August 7 

• Teacher Professional Collaboration 
Day: NO SCHOOL for students 

Tuesday, August 8 

• Students’ First Day of School            
o Line up at 7:50 AM 
o Dismissed to classrooms at 7:55 AM 
o Official school day starts at 8:00 AM 

• Kindergarten Orientation;              
8:15 AM–10:00 AM; Cafeteria 

Thursday, August 17 

• EL Parent Night; 4:45 PM–5:15 PM; 
Library 

• Kuhio Open House; 5:30 PM–7:30 
PM; Cafeteria 

Friday, August 18 

• Statehood Day: NO SCHOOL 

Monday, September 4 

• Labor Day: NO SCHOOL 

Friday, October 6 

• End of Quarter 1 

Monday, October 9 through Friday, 
October 13  

• Fall Break: NO SCHOOL 

Monday, October 16 

• Start of Quarter 2: Students return to 
school 

Monday, October 30 through Friday, 
November 3 

• Parent-Teacher Conferences 

• School Spirit Week 
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QUARTER 3 RECOGNITION ASSEMBLY 

Perfect Attendance 

Congratulations to the following students who received a Perfect Attendance award for coming 

to school every day on time during Quarter 3! Regular attendance helps students do their best 

on daily school work and on tests. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Students of the Quarter 

We also congratulate our Students of the 

Third Quarter for doing their best 

throughout the quarter. 

Pictured on this page are 

Pre-Kindergarten through 

fifth grade students 

proudly displaying their 

certificates. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO KUHIO’S MATH TEAM!  by L. Kobayashi 
 

CAPS off and CONGRATULATIONS to Kuhio’s fifth grade Math Team! They participated in the 11th Annual Fifth 

Grade Math Meet that was held on Saturday, April 22, 2017 at Washington Middle School. The team was 

coached and led by fifth grade teacher, Ms. M. Matsuda, with the support of fifth grade teacher Mr. M. 

Takemoto.   

The following students participated: 

• Jasmine A. • Victoria • Jasmine 

• Nathan • Yuze • Cain 

• Dylan • Chao • Britney 

• Arthur • Thai-Phuoc • Tyler 

 

The students had a great first time experience in competition, and we were very proud of their behavior and 

sportsmanship. They participated in the following events:  

• Individual (Written) Test 

• Speed Round 

• Team Round 

• Team Scavenger Hunt 

• Head-to-Head Round (Arthur participated in this round.) 

Arthur received a second place award in the Individual Written Test category! What an honor! We are so very 

proud of Arthur! 

Please take the time to congratulate the teacher coaches and the students in the Math Team for an 

extraordinary performance!  What a delight! 

We look forward to next year’s competition. I know the future 5th graders will be excited to join the team next 

year. 

   

  

 

  

  

  

Kuhio is very proud of our fifth graders who represented our school at the Math Meet! 

Thank you to Ms. Matsuda for coaching the team! 

WE MATH 
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STEAM CORNER by L. Faure 

When I look around the Discovery Lab,   I see evidence of a very busy fourth 

quarter filled with solutions to real-world problems that students have been 

working hard to solve. The fifth grade students have created a variety of 

clever solutions to planting gardens in limited space. Look outside on fences, 

trees and near windows to see some of their inventive ideas. The fourth grade students have built and tested 

airplanes and boats designed to carry the most cargo as they consider the types of planes and boats that 

bring food and other supplies to Hawaii. Third grade students were thinking about climate change as they 

designed, built and tested homes that would withstand sea level rise. Some solutions even had the homes 

floating on water! Second grade students have created beautiful healthy ocean habitats out of recycled 

materials that they filled with realistic looking plants and animals. The ocean habitats are truly beautiful works 

of art, and a fantastic backdrop for their research on specific marine animals of their choosing.  

First grade students have once again connected art to science as they studied stars, planets and the moon. 

How are art and science similar? The inquiry process scientists use is very similar to the inquiry process that 

artists use. Artists ask questions about what artwork to create. They research their subject matter and decide 

how to share their ideas and feelings with others through their art. Creating the art requires constantly 

experimenting with different medium and problem solving. Sharing their art work with others helps us all ask 

more questions about meaning, materials, and emotions. The first graders’ Vincent van Gogh inspired Starry 

Night group art project is one I will hate to take down as the year ends.   

Kindergarten students have also used the engineering and design process as they studied the difference 

between movements of push and pull. Students worked as teams to plan, draw and build something that 

could pull an object and something that could push an object. They tested out their inventions and shared 

their results with the class. 

During the fourth quarter, the Discovery Lab has been a place where students became landscape architects, 

botanists, aeronautical engineers, boat builders, structural engineers, marine biologists, astronomers, artists, 

mechanical engineers and continuous curiosity seekers!  

Just because school is almost finished for this year doesn’t mean that discovery and engineering has to stop 

during the summer. Many students took the opportunity to fill their own “Inventors Bag” with extra materials 

from the Discovery Lab to use for projects this summer.   

Keep asking, wondering, thinking, researching, questioning, planning, drawing, designing, creating, building, 

testing, analyzing, retesting and being curious about the wonderful and amazing world around you! 

Keep it Green, 

Ms. Faure 

 

 

 

 

 

Left:  Inspired by Vincent van Gogh, 

first grade students used oil pastel to 

make their own Starry Night. 

Right: Third grade students share 

their vision of what Hawaii looks like 

today and predict what it will look 

like in the future as the sea level rises. 
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MORE STEAM CORNER by L. Faure 

 

 

 

 

 

Panda Club by Mrs. Violet Ho 

Remember the movie “Kung Fu Panda 3”?  There is a panda village where pandas, big and small, young 

and old, all live together, and each one of them is good at something different. Some are good at rolling, 

some are good at dancing, and some are good at hugging. They all help each other, work together and 

enjoy what they do. That’s our Kuhio Panda Club!   

In the seven-month pilot program, with Ms. Violet and Tutu’s help, we took turns acting out seven 

“Encyclopedia Brown” cases and thought hard to solve all of them. We enjoyed playing different games. 

We also invited Ms. Ruby over to tell us about the interesting Indian culture and tasted her homemade ono 

Indian yogurt. Then we spent almost three months to prepare for the stage play “Snow White and the Seven 

Dwarfs”.   

Here are the members:   

• Amanda 

• Carolyne  

• Chao 

• Drayden 

• Duhlen 

• Elilai 

• Evan 

• Hokukuanalia 

• Kevin 

• Lee Roy 

• Teigan 

• Yaya   

• Ying  

• Yuze 

We all enjoyed perform- 

ing for the school! 

 

Above: Second grade marine biologists made beautiful, 

realistic ocean habitats using recycled materials and their 

own very creative ideas! 

Above:  Hawaii has very limited space for growing food. These fifth 

grade students came up with some very clever solutions for easy 

space-saving gardens to help us all find more opportunities to grow 

more of our own food. 
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We would love to hear from you....  

Do you have any comments, suggestions, concerns, or questions?  If you 

would like to share something with us, please feel free to fill out the form 

below and turn it into the office or your child’s teacher.  We will get back 

to you right away.  (We also accept compliments! Tell us about the good 

things, too.) You can also email us at kuhioschool@gmail.com.l us about  

Name: Phone Number: 

Child's Name: Grade/Room Number: 

Your thoughts or comments: 

 

 

Prince Jonah Kuhio 

Elementary School 
 

2759 South King Street 

Honolulu, HI  96826 
Phone: (808) 973-0085 

Fax: (808) 973-0088           

Email: kuhioschool@gmail.com 

If you would prefer to receive 

an electronic copy of this 

newsletter, please send your 

email address to 

kuhioschool@gmail.com with 

“Newsletter” in the subject line. 

 

Credits 

Principal: Lynn Kobayashi 

Editor: Deanna Au-Wong 

Layout & Design: Deanna Au-

Wong 

Distribution: Caren Taira 

 

Mahalo to all those who 

contributed articles and photos 

to this newsletter. Thanks also to 

Mrs. D. Buote for her invaluable 

help! 

Check us out on the Web! 
http://kuhio.hidoe.us 

 

Adults, stay informed with 

Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/KuhioSchool  

 

 


